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THROUGH COLLABORATION WE 

ACHIEVE MORE IMPACT ABROAD



Water and The Netherlands

Introduction



The Netherlands is a low lying 
country, yet it is one of the safest 
deltas in the world 

Shaped by three main rivers flowing 
from Europe into the sea and 
bordering partly to the North Sea, 
for ages water has been our friend 
and foe

Our adaptive nature and the 
necessity to cooperate has ensured 
a save living space with clean 
drinking water for 17 million people 
in a country that only measures 
41,526 km
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Some facts & figures

One-third of the Netherlands lies below sea level, including our 
economic centre

Lowest point in the Netherlands lies at 6.76 meters below sea level

The Dutch coastline is 451 kilometers long

The Dutch Delta Works encompasses 16,500 kilometers of dikes

The Netherlands has 6000 kilometers of rivers and canals

The Dutch water system has less than 5% leakage

99% of Dutch houses are connected to the sewer system
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Why is there a Dutch water partnership?

WHY                ?

The Netherlands and water are synonymous, we therefore join forces for sustainable water solutions at home

and abroad! 

Belief in a strong collaborative alliance to find balanced solutions for too much, too little and too dirty water.

During 1st World Water Forum in Morocco in 1997, the Dutch water sector and Netherlands government 

saw need for greater collaboration Ą this led to establishment of NWP in 1999.



Water challenges almost never stand alone. Solutions require a broad perspective, 

involvement of stakeholders, cross-sectoral cooperation and innovative thinking. 

Solutions for resilient cities 

Solutions for monitoring & 

sensing

Solutions for agrifood

Solutions for a safe water 

environment 

Solutions for clean 

drinking water 

Solutions for peace &     

stability 



NETWERK

K ENNIS EN INFORMATIE

ZICHTBAARHEID

INVLOEDINFLUENCE

VISIBILITY

NETWORK

KNOWLEDGE AND 

INFORMATION

HOW DO WE DO THAT?



Bringing together stakeholders via 

high-level meetings, round table 

sessions and networking events



Branding & exposure 

of Dutch expertise at 

conference exhibitions



Exchanging knowledge for mutual learning, 

export promotion and business cooperation



Contributing to international 

policymaking/water agenda


